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AND JOHN EHRLI CHVAN ON APRI L 25, 1973
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...and if | can say go back and forth and on
and so on, but (unintelligible) in thinking
about this', | keep com ng back to Dean
because there are things that don't add up
ot herw se. ..

Ri ght .
...in this whole thing.
That's right.

And, | don't know if you feel you can do
this, but I think the three of us know one
anot her well enough, that, we've been

t hrough enough together, but
(unintelligible) (tape noise) necessary that
we have your very candid. ..

Assessnment ?

...assessnent of the threat to you.

Qovi ously, neither one of us want to do
anything to harmyou in any way, we want to
avoi d harm ng you.

The threat (unintelligible) Dean?
Yes, sir.
Al right.

Now, let ne, let me just spin sonething out
for you. As a, as a...

Ri ght .

...1t has a probably a far out point, as we
wor k back. ..

Ri ght .

.1 think it's entirely conceivable that if
Dean is totally out of control and if
matters are not handled (unintelligible),
that you could get a resolution of
i npeachnent. ..

That's right.
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...in the Senate...
That's right.

.1 don't know if you' ve thought of this or
not, but | got thinking about it |ast night.
Uh, on the ground that you commtted a
crine.

Ri ght .

Uh, and that there is no other |egal process
avail able to, uh, uh, the United States
peopl e, other than..

Ri ght.

...other than inpeachnent. O herw se, you
have i munity from prosecution

Ri ght.

Uh, so | think we have to, | think we have
to think about that. W have to
(unintelligible)...

Ri ght .

...and see about, see what the point is, is
it acrinme, if any, and uh, how serious it
is, and would Dean, is a threat, and what we
do about it. Unh, my own analysis is that
what he has falls far short of any

comm ssion of a crinme by you. So far as |
know.

Yeah.

| don't know what you may have tal ked about
with himin those ten or twelve hours you
and he spent there in the nonths, nonths of
February and March.

Ri ght.

Uh, but, uh, you get down to a point where
you' ve got John Dean prancing in there and
saying, "The President said this and the
President said that," and having sonebody in
your behal f come back and say, "No, the
President didn't say that, and
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that's ridiculous.” Uh, and, and, so you get
a kind of credibility thing unless, |ike he
seens to be doing, he's very busy, uh,
dredgi ng up corroborating evidence and | ooki ng
for docunentation or taking statenments from
peopl e based on | eads that nay have devel oped
fromthose conversations. And | think really
the only way that I know to nake a judgenent
on this is for you to listen to your tapes and
see what actually was said then, or maybe for
Bob to do it, or, or, sonebody. See what was
said there. And then analyze how big a threat
that is

Ri ght.

If it didn't cone out of those neetings, then
| think it's inmaginary.

Ri ght.

Because it then does not cone out of your
nmouth, it conmes by reason of the actions of,
or sonething that one of us said or did, and
it can be handled. But if you're really
confronted with that kind of a dilema, or
that kind of crisis in this thing, uh, | think
before any other steps are taken, any

preci pitous steps (unintelligible) on us for
that matter, uh, you better damm sure know. ..

That's right.
...what your hole card is.

| agree.

Uh, beyond that, uh, hell, I'm |I'mnot afraid
of Dean, uh, and what he m ght say about ne
for instance. Uh, | think it can be handl ed.

Uh, | don't think Bob has anything to fear
from Dean, basically, then, particularly based
on what the attorneys tell us, uh, he has an
al nost unlimted capacity to dredge up, uh,
anecdotes, uh, froma froma dimand nurky
past, and we're just gonna have, have to
handle it one by one. You nentioned the La
Costa plan. Qur fellows
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probably didn't tell you this but D ck
Moore's attorney called on him uh, on John
Wl son, and indicated that D ck More just
doesn't have any nenory at all about La
Costa. He can barely renmenber even being
out there.

Dick, Dick More told ne...

| under st and.

...he said there was sonet hi ng. .
| under st and.

... Mmaybe his nenory's becone dim

H's nmenory i s, apparently, feeble beyond
measur e, because his attorney has expl ai ned
to himwhat his exposure is...

That's right.

...and Dick is scared shitless, apparently.
Uh. ..

To what point?

... To the point where he has contacted
Silbert to ascertain that he will not be
indicted prior to his daughter's weddi ng, so
that he can go to his daughter's weddi ng.

Now, that was his proposal to his attorney
to do that.

Ckay.

He wanted his attorney to, to go and find
out .

Dick think he's going to be indicted for
t hat ?

Yeah.
Yeah.

But not for, but not for, not for that
conversation al one. ..
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EHRLI CHVAN: Dick, D ck has been keeping (unintelligible)
with Dean, all through this process. And
far nore than either of us, far nore.

PRESI DENT: Wl |, let ne suggest this, Bob, uh, you've
got the conversation (unintelligible).

HAL DEVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible).

HAL DEVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: Now, |et ne say...

HAL DEMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: ...(unintelligible) I think I renmenber, I

woul d renenber everything, except, you see,
there's always a possibility that Dean may
have di scussed this case with

(unintelligible). 1 know the Bittnman
conversation, you know. ..

HAL DEVAN: Yeah.

PRES| DENT: ...l know however, that in that
conversation, the question was raised of
bl ackmai |l -- | know, however, that in that
conver-, | also raised the question how nmuch
is it going to, would it cost...

HAL DEMAN: Yeah. (Unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: ...amllion dollars. And | said
facetiously, "Well, | guess we can get a
mllion dollars.” It was then that we

started ny whol e investigation. Now, |
don't know, how does that one sound to you?

EHRLI CHVAN: Vel |, that sounds tough and...
PRESI DENT: Yeah.
EHRLI CHVAN: ...uh, yet it's manageabl e.

(Unintelligible).

kkkkkkkhkkkkk*

PRESI DENT: Yeah. Point out that that was triggered.



